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Four Worlds of the Welfare State in Latin America

Ilan Bizberg Guter, El Colegio de México
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(INZIVA-2)
Resistencias y nuevas formas de identidad de los pueblos indigenas de la frontera México-EEUU, en

el mundo contemporaneo

[ft#3#&] Mao Fukuma (Universidad de Kansai Gaidai)

[#ki5# ] Miguel Olmos Aguilera (Colegio de la Frontera Norte)
Maximiliano Matus Ruiz (Colegio de la Frontera Norte)
Mao Fukuma (Universidad de Kansai Gaidai)

(R # ] Nobuko Shibata (Universidad de Doshisha)

Este panel tiene como objetivo discutir nuevas practicas culturales de los pueblos indigenas en la
era global y su ejercicio de creacion de una identidad-identificacion principalmente en la zona
fronteriza entre EE.UU. y México. Abordamos sus practicas culturales y nuevas formas de
resistencias desde diferentes perspectivas antropologicas: los paisajes sonoros, los imaginarios
indigenas y la tecnologia digital, asi como las resistencias transnacionales ante la militarizacion de la

frontera internacional. A continuacion, presentamos resimenes de cada ponencia.

Miguel Olmos Aguilera
OLas transformaciones del paisaje sonoro y la lucha por los derechos lingiiisticos como nuevas
formas de resistencia cultural de los pueblos yumanos de la frontera México Estados Unidos

En la ponencia destaqué el papel que ha jugado el sistema sonoro y la lengua como formas de
reivindicacion cultural, entre los pueblos yumanos del norte de Baja California, México. Expuse los
elementos contextuales generales de dichos pueblos indigenas, cuya poblacion es muy minoritaria en
las sociedades fronterizas. También se expusieron la teoria del paisaje sonoro de Shafer, y su
relevancia para el estudio de la cultura indigena; se destacaron los elementos del paisaje sonoro que
forman parte de la lucha por los derechos culturales. A su vez, se precisd que los pueblos yumanos
poseen una forma de escucha especifica acorde con sus caracteristicas socioculturales.

Las formas identitarias tanto de escucha y como de produccion sonora, son fenémenos de los cuales
muchas veces no damos cuenta de manera consciente. Al terminar la presentacion se realizaron varios
comentarios y preguntas, entre éstas las siguientes: jEn qué medida los instrumentos, sonidos y
paisajes sonoros tradicionales forman parte de la vida de pueblos yumanos? Si la lengua yumana

esta en peligro de extincion ;Qué estrategia concreta de revitalizacion existe?

Maximiliano Matus Ruiz

O Etnicidades indigenas digitalizadas: traducciones intersemidticas entre el mundo fisico y el digital
En esta ponencia expuse algunas metaforas e imaginarios utilizados por artistas y activistas

digitales indigenas para resignificar el pasado, habitar el presente e imaginar el futuro. Argumenté que

este tipo de metaforas y las diferentes modalidades que adoptan, estdn ayudando a liberar la

tecnologia digital occidental de los fantasmas que la han apropiado, para en su lugar encarnar en ella a

una diversidad de “espiritus ancestrales” relacionados con sus cosmologias y con su ayuda,

resignificar los pasados, facilitar el presente y asegurar la existencia futura de los pluriversos



indigenas digitalizados. Para desarrollar mi argumento expuse algunos ejemplos de jovenes y artistas
indigenas en Norteamérica que mediante el uso de tecnologias digitales en conjunto con artes
tradicionales exploran formas alternativas de ser y estar en los pluriversos indigenas desafiando las
formas tradicionales de clasificacion temporal occidental, la cual ha pretendido anclar en el pasado

toda expresion estética no acorde a su proyecto modernista.

Mao Fukuma
OLuchas por construir una “naciéon”: nuevas formas de resistencia y nuevas identidades de los
pueblos indigenas transfronterizos
En esta ponencia analicé los procesos de la creacion de redes y alianzas de los pueblos indigenas en
la frontera México-EE.UU. y discuti sobre el surgimiento de nuevas identidades, en relacién con los
cambios politicos que han ocurrido a partir de los afios 70. El argumento central fue que dichas
nuevas identidades surgen del contexto de diversos cambios externos (las politicas neoliberales y los
movimientos indigenas a escala global y la militarizacion de la frontera, etc.) y que, a pesar de la
existencia de la frontera geopolitica, estos pueblos son capaces de luchar colectivamente para seguir
su modo de vida “tradicional”, creando articulacion y tejiendo redes mas alla de las fronteras politicas.
La comentarista hizo varias preguntas fructiferas; por ejemplo, ;Hay movimientos que busquen
igualdad econdémica entre ambos lados de la frontera, tales como la erradicacion de pobreza y/o
igualdad de oportunidades? ;Llegara un dia que los pueblos indigenas puedan transitar libremente a

través de las fronteras en lo que respecta a sus propios territorios?

(ISR IVA-3)

La comunidad nikkei en movimiento

[1£Z%#] Francis Peddie (Nagoya University, moderadot/ponente)
[#h#% ] Isabel Cabafia (Ritsumeikan University, ponente)
Jakeline Lagones (Kansai Gidai University, ponente)

Luis Cabrera (Nagoya University, Doctoral Student, ponente)

Isabel Cabaiia

O Diplomacia nikkei del gobierno japonés en el Pera

Jakeline Lagones

(O Odisea educativa de la segunda generacion nikkei en Japon: implicancias de la educacion holistica
japonesa

Luis Cabrera

(OMas alla de las barreras étnicas: movilidad social en peruanos nikkei de segunda generacion

El panel tuvo una nutrida concurrencia (alrededor de 20 asistentes) y generd un animado debate y
preguntas, en particular sobre la diplomacia nikkei y las cuestiones lingiiisticas que enfrentan los
nikkei peruanos en Japon. El panel constoé de tres presentaciones que se centraron en diversos

aspectos de la experiencia nikkei, desde el estudio de Isabel Cabafia sobre como la organizacion



nacional nikkei en Pert cumple diversas funciones como intermediario diplomatico entre las
autoridades japonesas y peruanas hasta las presentaciones de Jakeline Lagones y Luis Cabrera sobre
la realidad nikkei peruana en Japon. Las dos ultimas presentaciones revelaron los problemas
intergeneracionales y los desafios para la movilidad social que experimentan los retornados de
primera y segunda generacion, quienes tienen ciertas ventajas en comparacion con otros grupos no
ciudadanos en Japon, pero aun enfrentan obstaculos para alcanzar la plena realizacion de su potencial
y cierto grado de marginacion. Parte del debate posterior a las presentaciones también gird en torno a
como el significado de ser nikkei peruano puede ser muy variable, ya que ser nikkei en Pertl y nikkei

peruano en Japon conlleva diferentes expectativas y resultados.
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(INZRIVB-3)
The Haitian Networks of Diaspora and Beyond

Organizer: Kiwa Ojiri (Tokyo Woman’s Christian University)
Moderator: Tomomi Kozaki (Senshu University)
Discussant 1: Kiwa Ojiri (Tokyo Woman's Christian University)

Discussant 2: Hiroyuki Ukeda (University of Tokyo)

This panel was made possible with the funding of the KAKEN project “The Survival Strategies of
the Haitian ‘Failed State: Informal Networks of Haitians,” started in 2023. The research team had the
honor to invite the main speaker Dr. Robert Fatton who gave a detailed explanation of the current
Haitian crisis which is intertwined with domestic and international factors. The second speaker was
Prof. Takako Kudo whose study on Haitian diaspora’s cuisine had a unique insight into the relations
between the diaspora and their home country. The last presentation was given by two Professors,
Professor Tomomi Kozaki and Professor Yoshiaki Hisamatsu on the possible JICA policy toward
Haiti. The team would like to thank the organizing committee of AJEL for letting Dr. Fatton, who had
just arrived in Japan the night before, to participate on Zoom. The team is also grateful to the audience

who showed interests in our research and gave comments and questions.

Presentation 1: Robert Fatton (University of Virginia)
O Haiti’s State Breakdown and Political Violence: The Descent Into Hell

The current Haitian crisis, started with the assassination of President Moise in July 2021, and has now
turned into Haiti's state breakdown. The social crisis caused by increasing gang violence in Port-au-
Prince and I'Artibonite has resulted in the displacement of the population, severe malnutrition, and the
child recruitment by the armed groups. Meanwhile the creation of the Transitional Presidential
Council (TPC) in April 2024 together with the deployment of the Kenyan-led Multinational Security
Support (MSS) mission have not improved the situation so far. It is clear that the dominant political
and economic classes are still hanging onto their vested interests and the international community has
not reconsidered its neoliberal policies.

What is required is to prioritize the development of agriculture by launching a coherent agrarian
reform, a planned gradual transition to higher tariffs, and a public program of reforestation so that

domestic food production increases and the life chances of Haitians be equalized. Although such



policies would contradict those of the international community, they would enable Haitians to take
matters into their own hands. Under the ongoing reconfiguration of the unipolar international system
into a multipolar architecture of spheres of influence, Haiti should prioritize its national interests and
“play the field” without committing to full alignment with one dominant power. The first step could be
to engage in diplomatic and trade relations with China. Building a new diplomacy is becoming an
urgent necessity for any viable and legitimate Haitian government.

The more immediate task, however, is taming the violence of the gangs. To do so requires Haitians
to elaborate a more accountable system of governance, reduce class inequalities, and free themselves
from insidious foreign meddling. In the process, Haitian people could finally begin to control their

own history and politics.

Presentation 2: Takako Kudo (Keio University)
O A Taste of Nostalgia: How Djondjon Mushroom Connects the Haitians Living Abroad to Their
Homeland
Djondjon mushrooms are one of the Haitians™ favorite foodstuffs and many Haitians think they
grow only in Haiti. As djondjon are rarely found in general food stores outside Haiti, the Haitians
living abroad must either visit Haitian grocery stores or ask family or friends from Haiti to bring them
for them. In this practice, djondjon have become a nostalgic food for Haitian immigrants, reminding
them of their connections to and memories of their homeland. Today, djondjon is represented as a
symbol of Haitian food culture, but it is a relatively recent development that is closely tied to the

experiences of Haitian immigrants.

Presentation 3: Tomomi Kozaki (Senshu University) and Yoshiaki Hisamatsu (Toyo University)
O Japan’s Cooperation Policy toward Haiti and Haitian Diaspora

Based on the Territorial Approach and informed by field surveys in Haiti and hearings from the
Haitian diaspora in the United States and Canada, despite Haiti's worsening security, Japanese
cooperation remains feasible through emergency humanitarian aid via international organizations,
notably the WFP. A school meal program linked to local agriculture, women's empowerment, and
disaster prevention offers an effective short-term model. In the medium to long term, developing
northern Haiti with Cap-Haitien as a Caribbean trade hub aligns with Japan’'s expertise in regional

development and supports sustainable, decentralized growth.
(tvy¥arc)
Migration in Latin America
Hiroyuki Ukeda (the University of Tokyo)

This session consisted of three presentations related to migration, each followed by meaningful
discussions with the designated discussants and the audience. In the context of the global rise of
xenophobia, we reaffirmed the importance of area studies that seek to understand how people of

different backgrounds coexist within specific local contexts.



O Migration Flows in Latin America

Saori Isoda (Kanda University of International Studies)

Discussant: Susumu Matsumaru (Sophia University)

This presentation examined migration trends in Latin America and the Caribbean. After providing
an overview of regional patterns, it focused on the sharp increase in Venezuelan migration since the
mid-2010s and the responses of Colombia—the primary host country—as well as those of NGOs and
universities there.

The discussant raised questions such as how anti-immigrant sentiment within Colombia has
affected the country’s reception systems, how NGOs are addressing such sentiment, and whether the
inauguration of the Trump administration might have led more Venezuelans to abandon plans to
migrate to the United States and instead enter Colombia.

From the floor, there were questions about whether anti-immigrant politicians have gained traction
in Colombia, as well as comments pointing out the instability faced by NGOs supporting Venezuelan
migrants in neighboring countries after losing funding from organizations such as the UNHCR and

the IOM.

O Breaking the ‘Cultural Bubble?: Cultural Participation of Highly Skilled East Asian Migrants in

Mexico

Yu Huang (Nagoya University, Doctoral Student)
Discussant: Hiroyuki Ukeda (the University of Tokyo)

The presentation explored the cultural participation of highly skilled East Asian migrants in
Mexico, focusing on their food practices and engagement in Mexican holidays. Findings show that
while many maintain distance from Mexican food culture, they often participate in local holidays,
though the depth varies. Assigned migrants tend to engage at a surface level, such as through travel or
event observation, while intermarried migrants demonstrate deeper, emotionally grounded
participation. The analysis highlights how both structural privilege (e.g., income, company support)
and individual agency (e.g., family composition, aspirations) shape integration patterns.

The commentator pointed out that the difference between assigned expatriates and self-initiated
migrants is self-evident and suggested that more attention should be paid to the differences between
these groups and between Chinese and Japanese individuals. In response, after explaining the factors
contributing to intra-group differences, it was suggested that Chinese participants tend to maintain
greater social distance.

Other suggestions from the floor included contrasting migrants’ perceptions of cultural
superiority—for example, attributing health problems to Mexican food—with objective realities, as
such issues may in fact stem from other factors. It was also recommended to situate the Mexican case
within the broader East Asian migration literature in order to better understand what is unique or

comparable across different contexts.



OFrom Dream in Mexico to New Comienzos: Networking the DREAMer Diaspora and the Specter

of Neoliberalism

David S. Dalton (University of North Carolina at Charlotte)

Discussant: Francis Peddie (Nagoya University)

In his talk, Mr. Dalton discussed an important yet understudied phenomenon: the general lack of
support for DREAMers who are deported from the US back to Mexico. The term DREAMer refers to
undocumented immigrants who entered the United States as children. Given the overall lack of state-
sponsored support, several NGOs have appeared throughout the country with the aim of aiding these
students to transition to life in Mexico and, in many cases, to profit off the skills that these recent
deportees and returnees bring with them. The paper analyzed the online discourse of two principal
groups: New Comienzos and DREAM in Mexico. The former has explicitly built its organization
around the accruement of capital, while the latter has found a niche in assisting Mexican-born youths
in the United States to attend universities in Mexico. Perhaps not surprisingly, these organizations
have occasionally sparred with each other in ways that have undermined their missions to uplift
returned and deported DREAMers in Mexico.

Following the presentation we had an enriching discussion about the reason for the tensions
between these organizations and whether this was harmful to their missions. There was also an
interesting discussion about other groups, for example Otros Dreams en Accion. Finally, there was
some discussion about the relationship of these NGOs with the Mexican state. We mentioned that
there have been cases of collaboration with Somos Mexicanos, a federal program that can provide
robust assistance if a deportee resides in a location where its resources are available. Ultimately, we
acknowledged that, given its size and a lack of a clear state-level directive, Mexico has had to rely on

a piecemeal set of institutions and NGOs to support its DREAMer diaspora.
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(O The Milei Administration and International Financial Institutions

Nuria Giniger (CEIL-CONICET)
(s ] AHEE (BARHRS)

The organic crisis involves a systematic deterioration of accumulation and domination conditions,
unresolved since the 2008 crisis. Debates among the ruling classes are intensifying, and fascist
initiatives are being tested, achieving some electoral successes.

Green businesses, based on social license and green human resources, have aligned with the
minimal-state approach promoted by 21st-century fascism, particularly in peripheral countries where
these companies operate. The paradox lies in the fact that while fascism denies climate change, these
businesses remain profitable.

Among green industries, lithium stands out as the star for energy storage. The mining industry in
South America has a history whose current regulation is intertwined with the dictatorships of the
1970s and the imposition of imperialist barriers that limit sovereign development. Most regulations in
Chile and Argentina are legacies of dictatorships and neoliberal governments of the 1990s.

Within this already lucrative framework, Argentina is pioneering additional flexibilities favorable to
profits. The fascist government of Milei introduced the “Bases Law.” This new regulation, combined
with preexisting ones, amounts to a total surrender of sovereignty and resources to large monopolies.
“Green jobs,” promoted as more ecological and abundant, are now being touted as new green
businesses based on the dismantling of labor rights and increased rationalization and fragmentation of

work.
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O Exploring Spatial Clusters of Obesity in Mexico: Integrating Satellite-Derived and Socioeconomic

Indicators
Katerine RESTREPO G (Nagoya University, Doctoral Student)

This study examines the spatial distribution of adult obesity in Mexico using Exploratory Spatial
Data Analysis (ESDA). Satellite-derived indicators (NDVI and GDP) and municipal-level
socioeconomic data, including poverty, food insecurity, aging, and educational backwardness, were
used to identify significant spatial clusters (hot and cold spots) of obesity. High-High clusters are
concentrated in northern border states and southeastern regions, aligning with urban economic
activity, while NDVI shows an inverse spatial relationship with obesity prevalence.

Results indicate strong spatial dependence (Moran's 1=0.78), suggesting that obesity prevalence is
geographically patterned rather than randomly distributed. Several socioeconomic indicators do not
overlap with obesity clusters, prompting further inquiry into the contextual role of poverty in Mexico.
These findings highlight the value of spatial approaches for informing geographically targeted public
health strategies.

Comment from the Discussant (Naoko Uchiyama, TUFS)

The presentation effectively identifies obesity hotspots and compares them with other variables. To
reinforce the analysis, statistical confirmation, such as regression or scatterplots, is recommended.
The inclusion of qualitative literature and sources is also suggested to better interpret findings,
particularly regarding the lack of alignment between obesity and poverty indicators. Clarifying
methodological choices, such as the selection of k=4 in the spatial weights matrix, and conducting

robustness checks, would further enhance the analytical strength of the study.
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O Comparative Analysis of Environmental Philosophy in Japan and Brazil: Attitudes toward nature

conservation and sustainability within the countries
Ariadne Jourdan Faydo (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Master’s course)

This poster presented two case studies of conservation efforts that convey human relationships with
nature in Japan and Brazil. It looked at a possible environmental philosophy from the respective
countries from cultural, historical, and ethical approaches. The research aims to understand how the
growing concerns with natural disasters and climate change can be mitigated from the perspective of
the two countries. From Japan, the Machida city project, that utilizes Satoyama conservation
techniques to revitalize the yato vegetation in the area. From Brazil, an agroforest project in the region
of Casimiro de Abreu in Rio de Janeiro, based on the philosophy of Ernst Gotsch. The project
promotes conservation through alternative practices of agriculture, contrasting with economic
development focused models that are often seen in Brazil. Both countries aim to find the ideal of
human-nature harmony within the context of the Anthropocene. It also presented the importance of
engagement between governmental institutions and the local community when designing the projects.
By combining philosophy, environmental ethics and anthropologic studies, this research aims to
clarify attitudes towards nature, highlighting the role of philosophy in creating sustainable,

environmental conservation projects, and ultimately promoting cooperation between Japan and Brazil.

O Geopolitical Alignments and Aid Dynamics: Japan's ODA Engagement with Cuba (1997-2024)

PEREZ RODRIGUEZ, Laura (Master Student at National Graduate Research Institute for Policy
Studies (GRIPS), Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cuba, Foreign Service Officer)

Japan's Official Development Assistance (ODA) has traditionally prioritized Asia, emphasizing
economic development and regional stability. However, its engagement with Latin America and the
Caribbean (LAC) reflects a strategic extension of Japan's foreign policy objectives. Within this
framework, Cuba emerges as a compelling case study due to its distinctive geopolitical location,
economic challenges, and evolving international relationships.

This research analyzes Japan's ODA allocations to Cuba from 1997 to 2024, focusing on the factors



shaping these aid flows. Key determinants include the state of bilateral commercial and economic
relations, Cuba’s external debt and financial negotiations with Japan, and the influence of regional and
global actors, particularly the United States and China. Additionally, Japan’s broader foreign policy
objectives, its cooperation framework for LAC, and the alignment of its ODA initiatives with the UN
multilateral agenda, including the Sustainable Development Goals, play nuanced roles.

The study further examines the evolution of Japan's aid modalities, including grassroots grant
projects, and highlights the public perception of Japan's ODA as a soft-power tool. By addressing
these dimensions, this research contributes to a deeper understanding of Japan's foreign aid strategy in
non-traditional regions and offers insights for enhancing ODA policy effectiveness amidst shifting

global dynamics.
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