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ABSTRACT

Nobukiyo Eguchi: “Migrants and Socioeconomic Conditions of Migrant-

sending Households: A Case Study of Dominica, West Indies.”

This article is aimed to analyze a basic question on migration: “why
and what sort of people migrate abroad.” West Indian societies have
been complex societies formed by various ethnic migrants from various
parts of the world especially since 1492. Until emancipation the wave
of migrants was directed toward the Caribbean. However, after
emancipation the direction has changed. Such an international migration
has been studied from various viewpoints. Yet, the basic question

which this article is aimed has not been answered appropriately.

Data used in this article was collected among peasants in a small
village community of Dominica by the author during his fieldwork
between June 1982 and July 1983. Two important conclusions are drawn
with regard to socioeconomic conditions of migrant-sending households.
Firstly, those rated as the middle ranks among villagers have been
sending migrants abroad. Secondly, these migrants are especially
concentrated on the upper-middle rank households. They are correlated

’

with “conservative attitude.” Their average size of landholdings and
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income are much higher than those of the total household of the village
and the middle rank. At the same time, their occupations are limited
within two types : either only self-employed agriculture, or self-
employed agriculture plus miscellaneous jobs such as carpentry and the
like. Agriculture and migration are both “traditional” life style to
peasants in this area. As long as peasants maintain their “traditional”
life style, they cannot expect much return, but they do not lose much
on the other hand. Thus, migration has been chosen as a part of the

most favorable adaptive-strategies among the upper-middle ranks.
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