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(Summary)

Change in Claims of Higher Education in the Student
Movements of Chile in the 2000s:
From Ciriticizing Student Loan System
to Raising Questions about the Structural Problem
of the Educational System

Kota MIURA

In 2019, Chilean citizens took to the streets to protest against the neoliber-
al socioeconomic system. This protest, which was called “Estallido Social
(Social Outbreak),” was the largest and most radical protest in the Chilean
history. Represented by this protest, in Chile, the 2010s became a decade of
social movements against the neoliberal system which penetrates all the ar-
eas of social and economic activities. This decade of protests started at the
2011 student movement, in which hundreds of thousands of students and citi-
zens protested against neoliberal educational system in the streets. However,
in contrast to the social movements against the neoliberal system in the
2010s, social movements in Chile in the 1990s and 2000s were local and of
smaller scales in terms of their actions and claims. There is a considerable
gap between these movements. How did the Chilean social movements
change from local movements to movements with broader claims about the
neoliberal system?

This paper pays attention especially to the process of the change of their
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claims in the student movements of the late 2000s as a basis of broader mo-
bilization in the 2010s, using documents of student organizations, newspaper
articles, and interviews to student movement leaders of the 2000s. The focus
of this paper is to shed light on the process of making claims about “structur-
al problem,” which composed the core of their claims and was repeatedly
mentioned in the movements to indicate that the neoliberal educational sys-
tem causes reproduction of socioeconomic inequality. Considering that a
structure consists of multiple elements connected with each other, this paper
clarifies the process in which the student movements in the late 2000s came
to focus on multiple elements of the educational problems and constructed
the structural problem as a claim.

Until the early 2000s, the student movements had focused on the student
support system, particularly on the loan system. They raised the issue of the
shortage of budget for the student loan. However, since students solely in tra-
ditional universities were eligible for this student loan system and the student
movements were led by traditional university students, and students in new
private universities had been excluded from the mainstream of these student
movements. In addition, the student movements did not aspire to fundamen-
tal reforms of the whole educational system.

The 2005 student movement was a turning point from the movements on
the student loan to the movements against the neoliberal educational system.
This movement resulted in obtaining a certain outcome of student supports
from the government, which allowed the student leaders to reflect on the stu-
dent movements until then for the next stage of the movements. The first re-
flection was on the lack of the alliance between the traditional university stu-
dents and the new private university students, and the second reflection was
on the lack of fundamental reforms of the neoliberal system. Contemplating

on these elements was necessary to renew legitimacy as student movement
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and broaden the basis of mobilization.

Based on these reflections, the student movements from 2006 to 2009
made a claim of the structural problem, which is reproduction of socioeco-
nomic inequality through the existing educational system, connecting multi-
ple elements of the problems that emerge from different stages and situations
in education: (1) the situation where economic inequalities among families
cause educational inequalities in primary and secondary education, (2) the
situation where the results of the university entrance examination reflect
these educational inequalities and even determines the educational inequali-
ties in higher education, (3) the situation where some private universities of
low quality obtain profits prohibited by law, and (4) the situation where stu-
dents from lower class pay high tuitions with the new student loan with high
interest, which was introduced in 2006, and graduate with a heavy burden of
student loan but without receiving education of high quality. This paper clari-
fies that this structural problem which was presented in the student move-
ments in the 2010s had been constructed in the student movements of the late
2000s not contingently nor at a time, but purposefully with hope for broad

mobilization based on the alliance and fundamental reforms.



